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Gender Bias in the Judicial System

In 1991, the Georgia Commission on Gender Bias in the Judicial System released a report listing "[c]ulturally based gender-biased beliefs that influence some judges and disadvantage fathers." The Commission found that these [BIAS] beliefs included: 

a. The [BIAS] belief that a mother is a better parent than a father.

b. The [BIAS] belief that children, especially young children, need to be with their mothers [more than fathers]. 

c. The [BIAS] belief that a father cannot work outside the home and be a nurturing parent. 

d. The [BIAS] belief that because a mother is presumed to be the better parent, fathers must prove the mother "unfit" in order to gain custody. 

e. The [BIAS] belief that if a court grants custody to a father, it brands the mother as "unfit" and "unworthy."
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