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Guess what troubles young people the most?

What does this generation of baggy pants-wearers and body piercers view as "the most pressing issue facing your generation in the world today"?

An answer closer to home tops the list: family breakdown.

... kids are longing for a harmonious home with mom and dad at the dinner table ...

The survey, titled "California Dreamers," assessed the hopes and fears of young people ages 16-22. The survey was commissioned by New America Media, an association of over 700 ethnic media organizations

Almost three-quarters of the young people questioned said that religion and spirituality are important to them. "Previous polls rank California as having the highest percentage of 'agnostic' adults in the United States," according to the report.

“California Dreamers” summarizes its findings this way: "The poll reveals a deep yearning among 16- to 22-year-olds for traditional structures - marriage, parenthood [and] religion."

"Kids understand that a strong, loving family is the core, the base, of what it takes to develop a moral compass, a sense of purpose, an identity,"
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Smith sees a connection between kids' anxiety over abandonment and neglect, and their spiritual hunger.

“I had no father in the home ... we're hurting ...”
Original Source: Author, columnist, Kathryn Kersten
Printed In: Minneapolis Star Tribune, May 6, 2007
Internet Link for Full Report: http://www.startribune.com/191/v-print/story/1166708.html
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