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Yankee Pitcher Raised by Single Dad 
Yankee Pitcher’s Dad Sees Him in Person

By DOUG TUCKER | AP Sports Writer    12:13 AM EDT, September 8, 2007 


KANSAS CITY, Mo. (Associated Press) - Sitting in his motorized scooter and beaming a smile which by his son's estimate could be seen "at least 35 feet away," Joba Chamberlain's dad met the New York Yankees one by one as they took the field for batting practice. 

Stricken with polio at the age of 9 months, confined to his scooter, deaf in one ear and without full use of his left arm, Harlan Chamberlain still raised his son as a single dad. 

 With tears rolling down Harlan Chamberlain's cheeks, Joba entered in the seventh and pitched two scoreless innings to preserve the lead in the Yankees' 3-2 win. 

"I'm just as proud as I can be of him, to have him be a part of this storied organization," Harlan Chamberlain said before the game. "This is great. I've watched him pitch hundreds of times. But on a stage such as this, this is awesome." 

The two clowned around before the game, with Joba tenderly putting his arms around his dad's neck and mugging for cameras. It was clear this father-son combination is very close. 

"If I can be half the man and half the father he was, I'll be very, very happy and have a great life," said Joba, who hasn't allowed a run in his first 11 major league appearances. 

Despite his physical limitations, Harlan always made time to play catch with his son growing up. 

"He was out there after work, and doing the things he did with one arm. We made do with what we had," said Joba. 

"He's a good dude. To be given what he was given and never to bat an eye, never look back. He worked at a prison for 27 years. To have that respect in the community and in his workplace is special." 

 But when it came to disciplining a youngster growing up, the dad never hesitated to speak his mind. And Joba, he recalled with obvious pride, never failed to listen. 

How often do father and son talk now that he's with the Yankees, playing alongside All-Stars such as Jeter, A-Rod, Roger Clemens, Mariano Rivera and Robinson Cano? 

"Every day," said Harlan. "We've always been close." 

"The stock has to be somewhere," Torre said. "It has to come from the home roots, and I mentioned that to his dad. His dad, evidently, pretty much let him develop into what he was going to be. But he certainly didn't offer him any easy way out."
 
SOURCE - Internet Link for Full Article: Gannett Wisconsin Newspapers, Copyright © 2007, The Associated Press
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