May 16, 2011

What Next?

Joint Physical Custody/Equal Shared Parenting
It’s Official – JPC/ESP Bill Dies in MN Legislature for 2011

Both Senate and House (Republican) Judiciary Chairs Refuse to Give the Bill a Vote – this year.

This is a long but instructive email for you to reference and take action on all summer!

After a huge commitment and enormous (unpaid) effort by (mostly) two people with extremely high hopes who volunteered (without pay) fulltime for 6 months (giving up their own jobs) to drive the JPC/ESP (Joint Physical Custody/Equal Shared Parenting) bill at the Minnesota legislature, the bill is official dead – for this year. About 20 additional volunteers provided assistance as needed in a variety of capacities with their chosen specific activity of interest (media contacts, face-to-face meetings with legislators, district politics, emailing, prayer support, connecting with other groups/building alliances, building partnerships with lawyers and therapists, etc). 

We thank those who responded when we needed help. We thank all others who took time to email and call periodically both legislators and the media as we needed – when we made requests for urgent action. Everyone’s volunteer work helped to make a difference. We did make huge strides this year. The overall support of JPC/ESP indicates if we got a floor vote in the house and the senate, the bill would pass. Despite the bi-partisan support from legislators at-large, the House Judiciary Committee Chair (Rep Steve Smith – R – Mound) and the Senate Judiciary Committee Chair (Sen Warren Limmer – R – Maple Grove) blocked the bill by refusing all requests that this bill be heard in their committee for a VOTE this year. Both chairs lead us to believe, earlier in the session, the bill would not be blocked. But the bill was blocked.

What Can be Done Now? LOTS!

See Below for YOUR Next Steps 

See Below for Details

Email JPCeffort@cpr-mn.org for any questions or comments 

Minnesota Legislation:

HF322 – Joint Physical Custody and Equal Shared Parenting (original language and final revised/amended language)

· http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=HF322&Go.x=14&Go.y=11&Go=Search&ls_year=87&sessionvar=20110

SF1168 – Joint Physical Custody and Equal Shared Parenting (actual final revised/amended language)

· http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billinf.php?ls=87

SF1402 – Joint Physical Custody and Equal Shared Parenting (official companion bill – original bill language)

· http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billinf.php?ls=87

WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW --- Your phone calls, voicemails, and emails ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE. In order to ensure this bill is given a hearing for a vote in 2012 in both the house and the senate, your continued efforts are needed. PRINT THIS EMAIL and hang it up somewhere as a constant reminder to you all summer and fall about what YOU CAN DO to help drive this bill. A process for how to be most effective is listed below. You don’t have to follow this exactly, but it is the best possible way to maximize and strengthen the effect. But if this detail feels too complicated to read and follow – just do it however you want – BUT JUST DO IT!

Our success with this bill is directly related to how many people are willing to participate in this process continuously AND KEEP THE ISSUE TOP OF MIND with legislators, the media, and the Governor.
1. AS REGULARLY AND OFTEN AS YOU CAN ALL SUMMER AND FALL:

· EMAIL AND CALL Key Legislators Hearing This Bill (this smaller group of legislators is the highest priority)

· House Judiciary Committee Members – see list below

· Senate Judiciary Committee Members - see list below

· House Leadership (Rep Kurt Zellers and Rep Matt Dean) – see list below

· Senate Leadership (Sen Amy Koch) – see list below
· The Media (contact any and all radio talk show hosts, TV news, newspaper editors  - newsroom, investigative reporters, and opinion pages) – we have to WORK to keep the issue top of mind with local and national media …. Do your best to find reporters to are “friendly” to this issue and willing to report on it – let them know it’s a debate large masses of people want to know about – the issue affects 1.5 million Minnesotans.) Remind the media it’s not just a MN issue, but it’s a national issue being pushed across the country.

· Governor Dayton (he is a divorced dad – he got to see his 2 boys as much as he wanted – remind him that for the working class people who can’t afford excessive attorney fees, it’s not that easy … in fact, the opposite is often true.) Our opposition has said that Gov Dayton will VETO the JPC/ESP bill “because judges should decide custody” --- we must get to the Governor and tell him how the current system is failing children. If you can get an appointment for CPR with the governor or someone “high up” in his administration or well connected – let us know --- we believe our opponents have the ear of the Governor and we do not ….BUT please EMAIL HIM AND LET HIM KNOW ABOUT THIS ISSUE….and why it’s important – very important and long overdue.
· Call Gov office at 651 201 3400 or 800 657 3717

· Email mark.dayton@state.mn.us
· Email Yvonne.prettnersolon@state.mn.us
· COPY Bill Authors on your correspondence (not a requirement, but a good practice)

· Rep.Peggy.Scott@house.mn
· Rep.Steve.drazkowski@house.mn
· (there are other house co-authors too – recognize that and ask others to join in – the more representatives we have listed from BOTH parties as co-authors, the better) – for all other co-authors, see: https://www.revisor.mn.gov/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=House&f=HF322&ssn=0&y=2011
· Sen.Gretchen.hoffman@senate.mn
· Sen.Pam.Wolf@senate.mn
· Sen.Dan.Sparks@sentae.mn
· Sen.David.hann@senate.mn
· (we want one more DFL female senator as author – help us get that! Let us know who you find! Contact JPCeffort@cpr-mn.org if you find someone!)

· BLIND COPY CPR too - It’s very helpful if you blind copy your email to JPCeffort@cpr-mn.org so we can track what legislators and what media are being contacted and how often … this will help us build our case when trying to get the bill heard or get coverage
· WHEN the above legislators have been contacted – contact ALL OTHER current Minnesota legislators as well – we need to ensure that we get all the floor votes we possibly can when the bills go to the floor in 2012. NOW is the time to be building that support – if we wait until 2012 – it will be too late.

· REPEATED CONTACT will win the day – it builds trust and emphasizes the importance of the issue in their minds. This is true for both legislators and media.

· You can always suggest they contact JPCeffort@cpr-mn.org for more detailed information – unless you feel you can answer the questions directly – then go for it yourself.

· INCLUDE IN EMAIL – YOUR STORY - MAKE IT SHORT: In 500 words or less, explain why you care about the issue, what is the problem and why change is needed, how you and your kids were negatively affected by current law (remember this whole effort is about the kids), how JPC/ESP will help (reduce conflict, increase cooperation, reduce court costs, decrease litigation and unaffordable attorney fees, ensure children enjoy the benefit of both loving parents, etc.) Consider making a 2 minute YouTube (it can be forwarded in an email and we'll put it on the CPR website)
· INCLUDE IN EMAIL – RESEARCH: There are mountains of research available which concludes that JPC/ESP is best for children. Legislators (and media) need to know this issue is not just about “angry parents” but that this JPC/ESP issue is driven by sound and respected social science research. Legislators and media can only handle research in small chunks and bite-size pieces. Give them one article at a time. Each time you send a new article, it’s a new reason to contact them. They are very busy and can’t possibly read everything. Anytime you email them a link to research, be sure to summarize that research for them by pulling out key quotes to write in the email – your short summary should wet their appetite to read the article in full, but if they don’t have time to read the article, your summary should provide the basics. Both legislators and the media respect outside sources. 

· There is lots of JPC research ideas at www.cpr-mn.org -- but you can google and find many many other sources too

· INCLUDE THE MAIN MESSAGE: (pick a few reasons this bill is important)

· This is a non partisan issue with bi-partisan support

· “we the people” have been working at least 12 years on this trying to get the MN legislature to move

· if a fit loving parent is willing, ready, and able to care for their children an equal part of the time, why should the state intervene and prevent a child from equal access to love and care of that FIT parent?
· current law is based on outdated social policy from the early 1970’s

· current law is based on bias against men as parents 

· current law comes from the early 1970’s when only dads worked and moms didn’t work outside the home

· current law increases conflict

· current law damages children by restricting their access to one parent without just cause

· current law is based on a winner-take-all model and removes all motivation for one party to negotiate a fair settlement … it assumes 25% time for one parent and 75% time for the other

· current law assumes one fit loving parent must be booted out – and strips a child from one fit loving parent

· current law looks to find fault with one parents parenting even though we have a no-fault divorce system

· current law is expensive for the courts … JPC/ESP would reduce court costs

· no parent is perfect 

· current law is good for lawyers and bad for kids

· a JPC/ESP presumption is not a mandate it all cases, it is a fair and equal starting place

· it shouldn’t be easier to lose your children in family court than it is in child protection court

· the current bill (HF322/SF1168) have considered every imaginable protection for children – in fact, where this bill doesn’t address specific issues, it is only because current law already does

· JPC/ESP IS in the best interest of children

· (and more …. You know what to say …..)

· INCLUDE in EMAIL – HOW YOU WANT THEM TO VOTE: Ask them how you want them to vote on HF322. Give your full name, address, email, and phone number in the email. 

· CAREFUL IN EMAIL - KEY: don't show anger in your email, it will hurt the cause. You only feed into the negative stereotype. Sadness and disappointment are good to specify. Show your compassionate side - Don't name names or blast judges. You can speak in general terms and still be specific. It's OK to name the county of your case. Tell them who you are – a NCP dad, a second spouse, an adult child of divorce, a grandparent, etc
· INCLUDE in EMAIL –CONTACT INFO: your first and last name, your street address and city, and phone number (they want to know where you are from)
· BLIND COPY EMAIL to CPR: It’s very helpful if you blind copy your email to JPCeffort@cpr-mn.org so we can track what legislators and what media are being contacted and how often … this will help us build our case when trying to get the bill heard or get coverage
2. BE ON ALERT AT SUMMER PARADES AND POLITICAL DOOR-KNOCKING AND COUNTY FAIRS (the politicians always show up there – it’s a great time to get their ear)
· THE JPC Bill authors will tell you what peaked their interest most on this issue was the passion and drive at which they were asked on the campaign trail (parades and door knocking) “where do you stand on the issue of joint physical custody and equal shared parenting? Can we count on your commitment?”
· Whenever and wherever you see political candidates throughout the summer – ask them that question – engage them in conversation, tell them specifically how you want them to vote

3. ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS: If you have questions or have an idea how you want to help the cause, email JPCeffort@cpr-mn.org … if you talk to legislators or media who needs more information, let us know – we can help!

4. GET OTHERS TO DO THE SAME: See below “forward to a friend” and email this to others you know who can also call and email.
RECAP - WHAT HAPPENED TO THE JPC/ESP BILL IN 2011:

Look up the House Civil Law Committee, see “audio and video” and you will be able to listen to a recording of all hearings - http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/commemlist.asp
· House Civil Law – Informational Hearing (no vote) – Jan 26 2011

· House Civil Law – Introduce Bill and Public Hearing – Feb 8 2011 (tabled until bill revised)

· House Civil Law – Introduce Amended Bill (after input from stakeholders and influencers) – April 11 2011 (HF322 bill passed)

· House Judiciary – Public Hearing (no vote/most members not in attendance) – April 27 2011 (bill tabled)
· Bill now stuck in House Judiciary Committee unless the Committee Chair will hear the bill for a vote.

· Rep Steve Smith would not put HF322 on the committee agenda for a vote this session

· Rep Smith is an attorney and he is giving deference to our opposition – the MN Bar Assoc (special interest lobby group seeking best interest of attorneys), instead of doing what the people want

· We need to make sure we get a commitment from him to hear the bill for a VOTE, first thing in 2012

· We need to track down a lot of constituents and donors of Rep Steve Smith’s area (33A) – we need the voting and contributing public to be educated on the issue and help us get commitments from Rep Smith and we need those in his district to hold him accountable. He has been a bottleneck. If he explains himself to you, please forward his response to JPCeffort@cpr-mn.org
· Senate Judiciary (Sen Warren Limmer) has made a final decision no family law bills will be heard in Senate this year (2011).
· Your calls have made a difference – he has been bombarded. This will support the effort over the summer to ensure the debate continues to make progress in between sessions and make it a priority next session.

· As a result of your calls and emails, Sen Limmer has guaranteed this bill will be heard in 2012 – so it is critical we contact all senators all summer and fall

· As a result of your calls and emails, Sen Limmer is “considering the possibility” of holding informational hearings this summer on JPC/ESP
The biggest reason the bill is not making progress? Special Interest Groups!

· MN Bar Association – Family Law Section

· MN AAML (American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers)

· Domestic Violence Industry 

What are the objections of our opponents: FIRST OF ALL, KEEP IN MIND ALL OPPONENTS ARE well-funded SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS WHO DO NOT REPRESENT THE CHILDREN – THEY REPRESENT THEIR PROFESSION. Their main goal as special interest lobbyists is to preserve and grow their profession. Remember, the more conflict (current law exacerbates) the more billable hours for attorneys and the more status quo the less “new tricks” and methods the attorneys have to learn, and the greater the perception that all men are abusers, the more funding the domestic violence industry gets. 

· They say they want to leave the custody decision to judges (how well is that working?!) 
· They say they want to focus on the “best interests of the child (how well are those 13 criteria working in real life?!)
· Instead of treating every dad as innocent until proven guilty, they appear to want to assume every dad is a dangerous abuser (how does that serve justice?)
· they claim parents in “conflict” can’t cooperate, (isn’t that a convenient reason to pick a fight in every case?)
· they rely on bias research from Australia researcher Jennifer McIntosh claiming JPC doesn’t work (they forget to tell legislators that researcher is a DV specialist and her research is narrowly focused on DV cases not the majority of cases where no DV exists),

· … and more bogus objections just to plant “uncertainty and doubt” in the minds of the committee. The lawyer group (paid) lobbyists and the DV groups (paid) lobbyists are there to protect their agencies NOT your kids.

Let them know the JPC/ESP bill is “by the people and for the people” and the opposition are special interest groups who are mischaracterizing the bill and making false claims about it.
CPR has a full and complete response and research to any and all objections. Email JPCeffort@cpr-mn.org and let us know what legislators need what responses to what objections.
House Judiciary Committee Contact Information:

HOUSE JUDICIARY REPUBLICANS (10) – we believe 9 of these will vote yes. Rep Smith is the only no republican vote at this time. However, we need to continually confirm this or our opposition can easily get to them and sway them.
Steve Smith (R)  Mound

651-296-9188  E-mail: rep.steve.smith@house.mn
Ron Shimanski (R) Silver Lake
651-296-1534  E-mail: rep.ron.shimanski@house.mn
Diane Anderson (R)   Eagan
651-296-3533  E-mail: rep.diane.anderson@house.mn
Tony Cornish (R)  Good Thunder
651-296-4240  E-mail: rep.tony.cornish@house.mn
Glenn Gruenhagen (R)  Glencoe
651-296-4229  E-mail: rep.glenn.gruenhagen@house.mn
John Kriesel (R)  Cottage Grove
651-296-4342  E-mail: rep.john.kriesel@house.mn
Pat Mazorol (R)  Bloomington
651-296-7803  E-mail: rep.pat.mazorol@house.mn
Joe Schomacker (R) Luverne

651-296-5505  E-mail: rep.joe.schomacker@house.mn
Bruce Vogel (R)  Willmar
651-296-6206  E-mail: rep.bruce.vogel@house.mn
Doug Wardlow (R)  Eagan
651-296-4128  E-mail: rep.doug.wardlow@house.mn
HOUSE JUDICIARY DEMOCRATS (7) We thought 3 of these were voting yes for HF322, but that seems to be changing and they seem to be voting in a pack against the bill – contact them –especially if you are a democrat or know these people or live in their district, make an appeal. 
Sheldon Johnson (DFL)   St Paul
651-296-4201  E-mail: rep.sheldon.johnson@house.mn
Bobby Joe Champion (DFL)   Minneapolis
651-296-8659  E-mail: rep.bobby.champion@house.mn
Debra Hilstrom (DFL)   Brooklyn Center 
651-296-3709  E-mail: rep.debra.hilstrom@house.mn
Deb is an attorney – and very much a domestic violence advocate.

Carolyn Laine (DFL)  Columbia Heights
651-296-4331  E-mail: rep.carolyn.laine@house.mn
John Lesch (DFL)  St Paul
651-296-4224  E-mail: rep.john.lesch@house.mn
John is an attorney and a divorced dad who is now against the JPC bill – go figure – find out why?

Tina Liebling (DFL)  Rochester
651-296-0573  E-mail: rep.tina.liebling@house.mn
Carly Melin (DFL)  Hibbing
651-296-0172  E-mail: rep.carly.melin@house.mn
HOUSE LEADERSHIP
Matt Dean

651-296-3018
Rep.matt.dean@house.mn
Kurt Zellers

651-296-5502
Rep.kurt.zellers@house.mn
Senate Judiciary Members Contact Information:

Sen Warren Limmer (chair) – R – Maple Grove

Sen.warren.limmer@senate.mn
651.296.2159
Committee Administrator– Angela Starks

Scott Newman – R – Hutchinson

Sen.scott.newman@senate.mn

651.296.4131

Dan Hall – R – Burnsville

Sen.dan.hall@senate.mn

651.296.5975

Gretchen Hoffman – R – Vergas (chief author of SF1168 – always thank her for her support)

Sen.gretchen.hoffman@senate.mn
651.296.5655

Bill Ingebretsen – R – Alexandria

Sen.bill.ingebretsen@senate.mn

651.297.8063

Michael Jungbauer – R – East Bethel

Sen.mike.jungbauer@senate.mn

651.296.3733

Julianne Ortman – R Chanhassen

Sen.julianne.ortman@senate.mn

651.296.4837

Dave Thompson – R – Lakeville

Sen.dave.thompson@senate.mn

651.296.5252

Democrats on Senate Judiciary:
Ron Latz – DFL – St Louis Park

Sen.ron.latz@senate.mn

651.297.8065

Barb Goodwin – DFL – Columbia Heights

Sen.barb.goodwin@senate.mn

651.296.4334

John Harrington – DFL – St Paul

Sen.john.harrington@senate.mn

651.296.5285

John Marty – DFL – Roseville (he has historically been opposed to JPC)

Sen.john.marty@senate.mn

651.296.5645

Mary Jo McGuire – DFL – Falcon Heights
Sen.maryjom@senate.mn

651.296.5537
SENATE LEADERSHIP:

Amy Koch – R - Buffalo

Sen.amy.koch@senate.mn

651.296.5981
GET OTHERS ON BOARD:
1) see "forward to a friend" below and send this to others who might want to become active
2) make a donation to help defray the costs of education - or if you can't afford to personally make a donation, find someone who can afford to contribute to a worthy cause. Donations can be mailed to: (a receipt will be mailed back)
CPR   P.O. Box 130776  Roseville, MN 55113
