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WHO: 
Center for Parental Responsibility
WHAT: 
RECAP SUMMARY NOTES Sunday Night Monthly Educational Meeting

WHERE: 
William Mitchell College of Law

WHEN:
Sunday April 20, 2008

Speaker: 
MN State Representative Dan Severson
Proposed Legislation Would Improve Judicial Oversight 
To Increase Justice and Equitable Family Court Outcomes in Minnesota

William Mitchell College of Law, St. Paul, MN—Minnesota State Representative Daniel Severson of Sauk Rapids (R-District 14A) addressed the Center for Parental Responsibility (CPR) monthly meeting concerning his efforts to examine and address judicial corruption at the state level, particularly within the Family Law court system.

Representative Severson is the chief author of House Bill 1261 to establish judicial review and oversight to authorities that are separate from the judiciary.  House Bill 1261 has two primary elements:  

First, House Bill 1261 is designed to return the power of judicial oversight and the responsibility of judicial review to the Legislative Branch.  This power was originally housed in the legislature by the Minnesota Constitution.  However, through a series of unconstitutional statutes this power to provide judicial oversight has been moved to the judiciary itself.  The reasons for moving judicial review back to the legislature are many, including eliminating the inherent potential for corruption through self-reviewal and ensuring accountability and recourse when judicial misconduct exists.

Second, House Bill 1261 establishes a grand jury of citizens to review individual cases of alleged judicial misconduct or ineptness, and remove the locus of review from the very persons under examination. The significance of the establishment of this legislatively appointed body of citizens is that it increases the democratic nature of the processes of governance by placing the accountability of government directly in the hands of the citizenry, where constitutionally, it belongs.
The significance of this legislation in the collective movement for family law reform is profound.  At its most basic level, this historic reform movement rests on improving accountability in family court to ensure judicial compliance with the constitution and the rule of law. Without proper oversight, it is impossible to guarantee those basic principles of law in the court room. Citizens are demanding that judges adhere to their oath of office and ensure children’s best interests by first equally protecting the constitutional, civil, and human rights of each parent in family court.  This is an important piece of the general family law reform effort to eliminate the gender bias evident in family court. Family law reform advocates educate people regarding a need for social change and compliance with legal principles that ensure children have equal access to each fit parent, even after their parents are divorced or when they never married.
The speakers presentation was followed by a discussion that was lively and upbeat. Attendance at the meeting nearly broke the record for the highest number of attendees. The room was packed, as the concerned citizens displayed a keen interest in the subject of judicial accountability. Those who have been through family court develop, not only a lack of confidence, but even disrespect for the judiciary and become well aware of the need for reform. Attendees were encouraged to write their stories, tell their stories, naming specific family court judges and identifying the egregious behaviors of judges who violate the Constitution and the rule of law in family court proceedings.
Representative Dan Severson told the crowd that it was their duty to join together and take actions to hold their government accountable. He said the judiciary doesn’t want to be constrained, but citizens must ban together to preserve the power and influence “the people” were intended to have and work together to protect the established principles on which this country was founded. He said the battle against judicial corruption must be fought because “it’s about our freedoms.”
### END  ####
CPR is a 501(c)3 organization devoted to Family Law Reform in Minnesota and the United States.
CPR Mission: to remove the obstacles that prevent both parents from being fully and equally involved in the lives of their children.

Recap Written by: Chad Barthelemy, Volunteer Writer 

Center for Parental Responsibility

General Phone Number for the General Public: 651/490-9277

www.cpr-mn.org
_1261482455.bin

