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Of course | will help with the evaluation. That is a critical part of your case.
Please print this off to review. | have included some instructions to help you to
prepare for presenting yourself and your case to the evaluator.

First, it is very important that you are organized. Have an outline in mind
regarding the parenting issues that you wish to raise. First and foremost should
be your time with your child. Propose a specific schedule of time that you would
like to have with the child weekly, for holidays and for the summer.

Also, raise the issue about the mother putting the child in the middle and having
the child relay messages

Third, also discussed her unilateral changes to the parenting schedule and
suggest that an expeditor be appointed.

In all of this, you must still somehow convey to the evaluator that you can speak
with the mother reasonably without arguing and it is she who escalates
discussions into argument that you respond to by not discussing it.

Remember, the magic wards in all of this is what is best for your child. You
should state that frequently.

Make a list of any documents that may be helpful to your case and also write
down the names phone numbers and expected testimony of any potential
withesses. We will review them before you meet with the evaluator

In a OParenting Time EvaluationO an evaluator meets with the parties and
evaluates the parenting time issues based on what is in the child's best
interests. Once the evaluation is complete the evaluator submits a report to the
Court which will recommend a parenting schedule that the evaluator believes is
in the childOs best interests. This report is a critical element of your case.
Although evaluations may be challenged in court, many Judges defer to the
recommendations of the evaluator because, unlike the parties, they are deemed

- to be an independent witness without any personal Interest in the outcome. As a
result how you relate your case to the evaluator is very important.

WORKING WITH EVALUATORS

In most cases, an evaluation will be carried out by county workers or an
independent Guardian Ad Litem. The evaluator will create a report regarding




[image: image2.png]what he/she believes is in the childOs best interests. Again, | can't stress this
enough, OBest interests of the child are magic words in these proceedings. A
schedule that is in the child's best interests is one that will be stable and easy to
understand, provides regular access to both parents, and does not have
frequent or lengthy exchanges.

a Evaluators will oftentimes make you believe that they agree with your

side of the case. This is done so that you drop your guard. Never assume that
the evaluators report will favor your ‘position.

" Evaluators are also people. That means they react to personalities. You
are best able to present your case to an evaluator if you appear open and
honest.

G Do not arguewith the evaluator. Make eye contact and listen when they
speak. This establishes a connection. It may help to nod your head as they
speak even if you disagree with what they are saying. When you disagree, tell
them 01l see your point, but...01 or agree first Ol agree, but would you consider
this to be important....O

8] The evaluator does not care about good guys and bad guys. The
evaluator cares about what is in the Tbest interests of the child.CI To relate your
case to the evaluator, you must speak his/her language. Your statements must
relate in some way to what is best for the child not the parent. For example, the
statement, Omy wife always yells at mef], is incomplete. It does not relate how
the yelling affects the child. Always relate how the conduct affects the child. A
better statement would be:

OMy wife screams at me over the phone and in front of our child. Because of
that, our child has been upset and is often clingy when he comes over for visits.
[}

§] Provide the evaluator with the documentssupporting your statements.

§] Provide the evaluator with the names of collateral contacts, people who
are aware of your strong points as a parent and the other partys weak points.
(It is usually better not to include relatives as part of your contacts since they
may have a bias).

STUDY ELEMENTS

Although each evaluator may have a slightly different approach to performing
evaluations there are some things you should expect :

Initial Interview with Evaluator. At the initial interview, the evaluator will
discuss at length the past history of care with the child. The evaluator will
attempt to determine who was the primary caretaker.

BE PREPARED! At the initial interview arrive prepared with a chronology of
events clearly set out.

Home Visit(s). The evaluator will make at least one home visit to watch you
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*  Whether you actively play with and interact with your child;

* Whether you set appropriate boundaries for the child and whether the
child obeys those boundaries;

* Discipline used;

*  ChildOs reaction to the parent;
* Condition of the home environment.

Collateral Contacts. The evaluator may ask for a list of persons that you think
the evaluator should contact. Family members are usually not good contact
since they may be biased in your favor. Where possible use independent
contacts such as counselors, daycare providers, and school teachers.

WHAT YOU SHOULD TRY TO DEMONSTRATE

1 will repeat this again, remember, there are six magic words in evaluations.-
OBest Interests of the Minor Childd. Evaluators listen for issues that relate to
that phrase. You should relate how each of your proposals is beneficial to your
child. Wherever possible use phrases that mean Obest interest of the minor
childO without using those exact words. Using the exact words sounds too
legalistic and prepared. Your statements should sound more natural.

There are certain things that evaluators look for in their evaluation. You should
discuss these issues with the evaluator truthfully since the evaluator will, to a
degree, assess your credibility. The issues you should be prepared to raise are
the following:

Primary Caretaker.Where has the child lived since birth? What was the extent
of contact each parent had at each phase of the childOs life? What
responsibilities did each parent have?

The best way to support the contention that you provided care for the minor
child is through independent documentation. The other parent will no doubt
contradict your assertions that you provided much of the care. independent
documentation may include:

(1)  Daycare or school recordsdemonstrating drop off and pick ups or
attendance at parent-teacher conferences. Even if you do not have documents
demonstrating attendance at school functions at least verify the dates of the
conferences and familiarize yourself with the daycare providerOs or teacherris
names. The more information you are able to provide in that regard the more
credible you will appear as an active parent.

(2)  Medical recordsmay document which parent brought the child in for a
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with the evaluator, do so.

(3) Homework assignments or report cardsmay require a parental
signature before they are submitted at school. That signature may provide
independent verification that the parent reviewed or was actively involved in the
childOs schooling. Wherever possible acquire and retain these documents.
Provide them to the custody evaluator to support your claims that you were
actively involved in the childOs schooling.

(4) Be able to relate who the childOs friends areand what activities they
enjoy in detail.

2. Stability. The evaluator will be interested in what schedule and what
home provides the greatest stability for the child. Stability includes a stable
residence and a stable job.

3. Your Medical Condition. | would suggest emphasizing you medical
condition with regard to your back. You stated very eloquently that you may
wind up paralyzed and as a result would like to spend as much time with your
child as possible now. If you are not working you should also emphasize that
you have more time to spend with your child now.

4. Parenting Plan. The evaluator will want to know what your proposal is
for parenting. You should be prepared with research, facts and answers.

1 know that you do not like the counties involvement in your case. However, it
is

critical that you DO NOT state, argue, or mention that belief with the
evaluator.

Specifically, do not state that Referee Beddow or any other referee violated

your constitutional rights. Even if you are right, the evaluator is not the person

that you should tell this to. He/she cannot change the outcome of the hearing

and it mays sound as if you are blaming others. Instead focus on your chid

and what is best for him

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Sincerly Maury D. Beaulier

Attorney at Law
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10400 Viking Drive Suite 500

Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Phone: (952) 746-2153 Fax: (952) 941-2337
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